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Drug/Drug Class: Inhaler Spacers Excessive Therapy Edit
First Implementation Date: March 14, 2024
Revised Date: August 20, 2026
Prepared For: MO HealthNet	
Prepared By: MO HealthNet and Conduent	
Criteria Status: Revision of Existing Criteria

Executive Summary 
Purpose: 
Ensure appropriate utilization and control of inhaler spacers.
	
Why Issue Selected:
An inhaler spacer is a device placed on the mouthpiece of an inhaler to create an idealized space between the inhaler and the user’s mouth.  This space allows the aerosolized medicine to break down into smaller droplets after administration and move deeper into the lungs, mitigating respiratory symptoms and lessening the risk of oral irritation or infection. Spacers also address the problem of participant coordination between device actuation and the inhaled breath, lessening the burden of self-treatment and possibly providing more relief with each inhalation. Spacers come in different sizes and may be utilized by adults and children alike.  MO HealthNet will transparently approve dispensing of up to 2 inhaler spacers per participant each year. If participants require more than 2 inhaler spacers an exception may be requested.

Program-Specific Information: Date Range FFS 1-1-2025 to 12-31-2025
	Drug
	Claims
	Spend
	Avg Spend Per Claim

	INHALER SPACER
	20,826.00
	671,957.59
	$33.18



Setting & Population 
Drug class for review: Inhaler Spacers
Age range: All appropriate MO HealthNet participants

Approval Criteria
· Claim billed is within maximum limits	: 2 spacers per participant per year (see Appendix A for listing of covered inhaler spacers)
Denial Criteria
· [bookmark: _Hlk47597237]Therapy will be denied if all approval criteria are not met

[bookmark: _Hlk220412913][bookmark: _Hlk34120952]Disposition of Edit
Denial: Exception code “0716” (DUR Therapy Exceeded)
Rule Type: PD
Default Approval Period: 1 day
Appendix A

	Device
	NDC

	ACE AEROSOL CLOUD ENHANCER
	49502020301

	AEROCHAMBER PLUS FLOW-VU SMALL
	00456074413
04351050112

	AEROCHAMBER PLUS FLOW-VU MED
	00456074513
04351050412

	AEROCHAMBER PLUS FLOW-VU LARGE
	00456074613
04351050312

	AEROCHAMBER PLUS FLOW-VU
	00456315467
04351050012

	BREATHERITE MDI SPACER
	11391030200

	COMPACT SPACE CHAMBER
	42135010000

	EASIVENT HOLDING CHAMBER
	49502020701

	EASIVENT HOLDING CHAMBER
	49502020725

	MICROCHAMBER
	47360017202

	MICROSPACER
	47360017201

	OPTICHAMBER DIAMOND
	08373747800

	OPTICHAMBER DIAMOND SMALL
	08373982300

	OPTICHAMBER DIAMOND MEDIUM
	08373982600

	OPTICHAMBER DIAMOND LARGE
	08373982700

	PROCHAMBER HOLDING CHAMBER
	08373917700
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